"The Word Of Victory" 

"It Is Finished!" 

April 12, 1974 

Text: John 19*30, "When Jesus therefore, had received the toinegar, he 

said, 'It is finished;' and he bowed his head, and 
gave up the spirit." 

"When Jesus therefore, had received the vinegar, he said, 'It is finished;" 
and he bowed his head and gave up the spirit." What was finished? What 
did he really mean? There are several things that we need to consider 
about this sixth word in order to understand what was being said by Jesus. 
If we look at the life of any individual, no matter who it may be, we 
know that life is m.gde up of many things. But two ingredients in any 
life are work and suffering. Each person has a certain work they per- 
form through life, and the very performance of that work entails a certain 
amount of suffering to achieve it. Jesus was no different in this respect. 

We know of him as a worker for He spoke of this often. He said, "The 
_orks which the Father hath given me to finish, thee same works that I do, 
bear witness of me, that v the Father hath sent me." And, "I must work the 
works of Him who sent me," and again, "The works that I do in my Father's 
name, they bear witness of me." Now from these quotations of Jesus it is 
evident that He had a work and was about it. 

So if He was speaking from the standpoint of the work that He tried 
to do in His life, then this sixth word would simply imply that His work 
was ended. hen he said it is finished, he was saying that every thing 
for which he had labored had been accomplished, xxxkhx These words could 
also have implied that the terrible ordeal he had undergone in these last 
hours was also at an end. It could have been a triumphant shout that he 
was able to leave behind him, his exedutioners, his tormentors, and the 
umiliation he had endured. He could in essence have been saying, "All 
that you have entrusted to me has been fulfilled. I have completed the 
work you sent me to do." But in the 17th chapter of this same Gospel of 
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John, Jesus said, "I have glorified thee on earth; I have finished the 
\ *k which thou gavest me to do." §o in this light then, it is unlikely 
that Jesus was merely reiterating what he had said on a previous occasion. 

It is more likely that the cry of "It is Finished," was a cry of 
triumph and of victory. That it signified the end of the suffering part 
of His life. SxsaiitxpsKxiHHsiyxikafccsraxKaEMxfeaTCEXsxwExkxjcHitxsHffgsiHgx^Hxtx 
iHXEHExixxKX The suffering part being in reality the role in life that 
Jesus had to live. Dr. Herbert Simpson preaching in Westminster Church 
in London on this word said, "It has been called with perfect justice, 
the most momentous word the world has ever heard." And if we -analyse 
the word in this way we can indeed see that it was not a statement of the 
mere completion of a task, but instead the word of victory. A shout of 
triumph for what had taken place. An announcement to the world that "IT" 
was finished. 

"IT," being in this instance the Divine plan of Almighty God to re- 
deem mankind. This plan that was started in the garden of eden after man 
had fallen from God in trying to be like God and do his own thing. From 
that momsnt on, God had set into motion a plan to save His people from 
their sins. Jesus once aaid, "My meat is to do the will of Him that 
sent me, and to finish his work." This was what he was now about. 

This plan was operable in the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
It was still in motion in the pxH^feKsisx judges and the kings. In the 
major and the minor prophets. All down through the history of Israel 
God's covenant was established and reestablished for the redemption of 
His people. 

As Jesus hung suspended between heaven and earth, he could very 
readily view this whole scene passing before his tortured eyes, much 
i-ike xx±EBiwn:±Hgx:p&:ESHHxxHgsx±x£x we are told a drowning person sees 
their life pass in review. And as his gaze stretched back over several 
thousand years, he could view all of this as some giant jig saw puzzle 
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"Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.' 1 
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12:55— THE WORD OF REMEMBRANCE 

"Woman. behold [hy son! Behold «hy mother!" 
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1:20— THE WORD OF LONELINESS 

"My God, My God! Why Hast Thou Forsaken Me7" 



SCSTPTURE READING 
SOLQ 

THE MEDITATION 

PRAYER 
HYMN 



"He Touched Me" 
Mr. Paul Reed 



Mark 15:33-34 

Gailher 

The Rev ReinMd K.. Weber 



'ti! the Cmss of CTtmt 1 Glory' n 

ol Ghilit 1 gletey, icnveririg c 



„ _ _r the wrecks o( Uttkl 
All the llelit of sacred story ttalheri ivmiik) Ji* head sublime. 
2 When the woes of life o'cT-uucc me. huprs deceive, and. feara annoy. 

Never chill the crow Torwke ma: W H slows with prate and joy. 
3. When Ihe sle ol hlisi ii heiirrlng Light and love upun my way. 

From the CCtil* the radiant* streaming adds mote Itwlir to the day. 
4 Banc »nd btewins. P»ln and pleastirr, by Ihe tteti are uncilffed: 

P-nize i> thire IF>^I kni*i nfi mtiitift iovi thar [hrouzh ii'l f|-mr *hi f He 



1 545— THE WORD OF SUFFERING 

"I thirst." 
SCRIPTURE READING 
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In this light then, it unlikely Ja reiterating 
what said previous occasion, 
.lore likely cry It finished, cry victory, triumph 
hnt it signifyed end suffering part his life 
iffering part being reality role in life Js 
^ad live 

Dr. Herbert Simpson, preaching 'Westminster church 
London said this word, "It has been called with 
perfect justice, the most moaantous word the world 
has ever heard. 1 ' 
An if we analyse word this way, we indeed see 
was not statement mere completion of task, 
but instead word of victory. 
A shout of triumph for what taken place 
Announcement to world that "IT lr finished 

"It" being this instance, Divine plan Almighty God 
redeem mankind. 
This plan was started garden Eden after man fallen 
from God trying be like God & do {Wph thing. 
From that moment on, God set in motion plan save 
His peop from sins 

Js once said, "My meat is to do the will of Him 
that sent me, and to finish His work." 
This was what he was about now. 

God's plan was operable in lives patriarchs, 
Abe, Isaac, Jacob, 
In motion in Hoses, Joseph, Judges, the kin^G, 
In action in the major, minor prophets. 

Al down history Israel God's covenant est. re-est 
foi. redemption of bis peop. 

As Js hung suspend heaven earth, he very readily 
view whole scene passing before tortured «yes, much 
like drowning man view life passing by. 
and as gaze stretched back several M yrs, 
he view all this as some #±g giant jig saw puzz, 
forming, shaping, djy by day, yr by yr, cent by ce 

All this piece by precious piece, put place by hand 
Al, God, His Father 
All of it for child, whom he loved, sought all thes 
yrs. 
All this been finished, Js aware purpose of God, 
been worked out his life. 

* Js had any misgivings, doubts about role he to 
t-j.ay, was prob at this point of execution all came 
into full focus. 
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"The Word Of Victory" 

"It Is Finished" 
April la, 197* 

John 19:30, 

Jesus therefore, had received the vinegar, [a 
■It is finished;' and lie bowed His head, and 
up the spirit." 



Head the text above, 
What was finished? 
What did Ke mean? 
There are several things to consider about 6th word 
in order understand what being said by Js 
If look at life of any indiv, no matter who, 
we know life made up many things 
2 ingred any life, work, suffering 

each person taxM has certain work thru life 
•$ fig very perform this work entails certain amt 
suffer achieve it 

Js no diff thi3 respect 
we know he workerm spoke this often, he said, 

"The works which the Father hath given me to finish, 
the same works ±x±s that I do, bear witness of me, 
that the th sent me," and, "I must work 

the works of Him who sent me," and also, "The 
e that I do in my Father's name, they bear 
wi -:ss of me," 

Now from the.-e quotas of Js, evident He had work 
•as about it. 
So if he speak from standpoint of work he tried do 
in life, then 6th word simply imply his work ended. 
When he say It is Finished, he saying everything 
for which he labored had been accomplished 
These words could also implied terrible ordeal 
he undergone last few hours, also at en<im 

Could been triumphant shout he able leave behind 
executioners, tormentors, S-. humiliation he endured 
Could well be saying, "All you entrusted me been 
fulfilled. I completed work you sent me do." 

But in 17th chap same Gospel 3ohn Js says, "I have 

orified thee on earth; I hace finished the :■:■ 
mou gavest me to do." 
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April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



